: 


: 
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Five With Mississip 


Appointed For Foreign Mission Service 


RICHMOND — Rev. and Mrs: 0, 


me Crissey were among 23 mis- 
sionaries appointed: Dec. 10 during a 
meeting of the Foreign Mission Board. 

Rev.,and Mrs. Simmons. will be as- 
signed to music’ evangelism in Spain. 

They are currently living in Panama 
City, Fila., where ie is the associate 
minister with music responsibilities at 
First Church. Mrs. Simmons teaches 
junior high school in nearby Lynn 
Haven, Fila. 

Simmons was born in Baton Rouge, 
La., and grew up in Franklinton. He 
attended Southeastern Louisiana Col- 
lege (now University;, Hammond, and 
was graduated from Willfam Carey 
College with the bachelor of music 
degree. He also received the master 
of church music degree from New Or- 
leans Seminary. F fe 

Simmons has been minister of mus- 
dc and youth at First Church, Sanford, 
Fla., and minister of music and edu- 
cation at Heights Church, Pensacola, 
Fla. He was also minister of music at 
Gulf Gardens Church, Gulfport; 
Glendale Church, Hattiesburg; and 
Edon Baptist Church, Stringer. 

Mrs, Simmons, the former Mary 
Ishee, was born in Jones County, 
Miss., and grew up near Laurel. ‘She 
received the bachelor of. science de- 
gree in home economics from Wil- 


Ends 25 Vedis At Baptist 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 

When I came to work with the Rec- 
ord in 1953, Dr. A. L. Goodrich walk- 
ed with me to an office,in the rear 
corner of the old Baptist Building, to 
introduce another staff member. 
“Miss Washburn,” he said, “this is 
Joe Abrams.” A tall, very thin fellow 
greeted me with a warm smile and 


friendly handshake. 

You've met Joe Abrams, too, I ex- 
pect, for he has travelled to Baptist 
meetings in every county of the state, 
and in practically every state in the 
country. There’s a good chance that 
he has taken your picture at some con- 
vention, association, or ceremony. 

For 25 years he has worked for the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board 
two years with Training Union 
and-23 with the Baptist Record. Since 
1961 he: has been director of Missis- 


sippi Baptist News Service and since. 


“1956 he has been associate editor of 
the Record. 
On November 30 he was 
this week he is retiring. He says, ‘If 
- Phad a choice, I'd rather keep work- 
ing, but since there are rules, I am 
willing to accept them, without com- 
plaint or regret.” 


6 — so... 


liam Carey College: She also attended 


cing. dame Saar ts See Ma 


lege, Hattiesburg. She ‘has taught 
school in Pensacola and Sanford. 

They have three children, Julia 
Lynn, born in 1961; David Errol, 
1962; and Susan Kathryn, 1968. 

Rev. and Mrs. White will be as- 
signed to Korea where he will teach 
children of missionaries. 

They are currently living in Tyler- 
town, where he has been pastor of 


The 


pi Backgrounds 


Members and E mployees 


Dinan Baptist.Church since 1967 and Tatum, pastor of the Broadmoor Bap- 
she is a counselor in the high school.’ 
He is algo a teacher in Franklinton; 


Louisiana. ~ 


A native of Marion County, White 


considers Columbia as his hometown. 
He was graduated from William Carey 
College with the bachelor of arts de- 
gree in social studies and education 
and from the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Hattiesburg, with the 
master of education degree in schdol 
(Continued On Page 2) 
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However, he has no intention of 
quitting. He expects to be available 
for pulpit supply and-or interim pas- 
torates. Possibly he will do some 
writing. He will contribute toward the 
work of the Public Relations Commit- 
tee of First Church, Clinton, where 
he is a member and has been since he 
moved to’ Clinton 23 years ago. ‘‘The 
‘Lord has led all these years,” he 
says, ‘‘and I don’t think he will stop 
now, just because I’m retiring.” 

“I'm grateful that I've been blessed 
with good health,” he continues. He 
has missed less than ten days, be- 
cause of illness, in the past 23 years. 
Once eleven years passed _ without 
his taking a single day of sick leave. 
His vision is still close to 20-20 and 
he has never worn glasses. 

With three Convention Board meet- 
ings a year, he has missed only one 
since 1951. He has missed only one 
Southern Baptist vention since 
1951, and attended several before 
that time. He has not missed a state 
Baptist convention or state student 


in Greenville, Alabama, November 


st Bldg 


30, 1906, the on of Joe and Judy 
Moore Abrams. His father was, in 
succession, a tock dealer (in horses), 
a restaurant perator, and a hig h- 
way departmat worker. 

His only brether, four years young- 
er than he, ded several years 480. 

When Joe ws four the family mov- 
ed “to Georgana, Alabama, where 
he graduated from high school. His 
interest in newspaper work began 
while he wasin high school, when he 
worked for tle weekly paper in Geor- 
giana. After graduation, in answer 
to a newspwer ad, he started work 
for a weekly paper in Starkville. Aft- 
er a short ime, h, in 1926 he: 
moved to Columbus to work for the 
daily Commercial q 

In Columbus he met his wife-to- 
be; he was elected @ deacon at age 
23; and he decid to enter the 
ministry, At First 5 
met Lillian Stinson 


mony, J 
Joe was elected 
the youngest in the 


Other church ilities — 
him busy, too., At times 
was Peaining Uni ctor, sssoc- 


i i 
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Missionaries Must Adjust 


By Mary Ann Ward 

RICHMOND (BP) — Many Ameri- 
cans are outraged about inflation. 
Some are seriously suffering. Most 
simply pay the new price, “bite the 
bullet,” and go their merry way. 

For many Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries, the problem is much more 
serious. ; 

They have to pay exorbitant prices 
for some goods purchased .overseas— 
$2.12 for a box of cornflakes jin 
* Ethiopia, $1.51 for a 15-ounce can of 
corn in the Ivory Coast, $2.50 a pound 
for hamburger in Tokyo, and almost 
one dollar for either a can of frozen 
orange juice or a box of facial tis- 
sues in the Bahamas. 

High prices for a few items don’t 
begin to tell the story, though. Many 
factors, including the devaluation of 
the American dollar, greatly in- 


| ¢teased oil prices, inflation in the 
[. United States and other countries, 


“have hit the missionary where it hurts 
—his or her billfold. 

The Foreign Mission board has had 
to budget $3.5 million more for 1975 
: support missionaries than it did in 
974. 

While some prices in other countries 
might not seem too bad by United 
States’ standards, they still are de- 
vastating to missionary morale. If_a 
housewife here could take a shopping 
spree in the Philippines she’d fine 
bananas are three cents each — a 


+ Tatum Takes Post 


4 
ob 


yAt Southwestern 


FORT WORTH (BP) — Scott L. 


ary, 
dent Robert E. Naylor. 


ber 
Sunday School Board, 
member of the Southwestern Semi- 
nary board of trustees. 

Prior to assuming leadership of the 
Shreveport church, Tatum was pas- 
tor of Hyde Park Church, Austin, 
Tex., and also served as pastor of 
Texas Baptist churches in Hubbard 
and Canton. ' 

During Tatum’s 23 years of service 
at the Shreveport church member- 


jroo. increased from 1,200 to over 4,- 


000. Programs devised by Tatum at 
the church include an internship pro- 


F se On Page.8) 
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t Church, Shreveport, La., for the 
23 years, has beef named a pro-. 
ssor of preaching at Southwestern 
according to Seminary 


currently serves as a mem- 
the board of trustees of the 
which he 
formerly chaired, and is a former 
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it 


|\Che Baptist Reco 


_ JACKSON, MESSISSIPPI, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1974 


real bargain. To her maybe — but the | 
missionary. says, ‘‘Not so.”” Last year 
bananas were a penny a piece — in- 
flation at 200 percent. 

In the Ivory Coast one kilo (about 
2.2 pounds) of rice had gone up to 74 
cents in August from 38 cents in Jan- 
uary. Mrs. James W. Smith in Israel 
said the medium jar of mayonnaise - 
that cost 45 cents in“January was 
$1.20 in September, before a recent 
devaluation of Israel’s currency. 
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Inflation. Abroad Skyrockets; 


‘Mission Funds Feel Pinch 


Herbert D. Billings in Guatemala 
reported electricity jumped 96 per 
cent on October 1. In Ethiopia, the 
land rover purchased by the mission 
for $7,000 five years ago now costs 
$14,000. 


“>In some countries missionaries pay 


prices equivalent to the United 
States, but they’re also affected: by: - 
inflation because in many of those 
places it wasn’t too long ago when 
(Continued On Page 2) ’ 


Educators Study Expanding 
Cooperation With Missions 


DALLAS — Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. (SBC)-educators from across* 
the nation, in three days of meetings 
here, heard réports of growing coop- 
erative ministries between Baptist ed- 
ucational institutions and SBC mis- 
sions and .confronted issues. facing 
Baptist education. i 

The Association of Southern Baptist 
Colleges and Schools, made up of 71 
Southern Baptist educational institu- 
tions; and the SBC’s Education Com- 
mission, which serves as liaison be- 
tween the SBC and those schools, met 
at the Fairmont Hotel here in con- 
junction with the sessions of the South- 
ern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. 

The Education Commission voted to 
hold a National Collogfium on Bap- 
tist Education in June, 1976, in Wil- 
liamsburg;’ Virginia, the week prior, 
to the annual meeting of the 12.3-mil- 
lion member SBC in Norfolk, Virginia, 
and honored an outgoing member 

“iG. Barl Guinn, predident of 
~ana College, Pineville, for 23 years, 
received a special plaque for his 14 
years of service on the Education 
Commission, the longest tenure of any 
Commission member. Guinn, who 
served as Commission chairman, 1973- 
74, has announced early retirement 
from Louisiana College to become pro- 
fessor of preaching at Southern Bap- 
tist Theological. Seminary, Louisville, 
in January. 

William~G. Tanner, current Com- 
mission chairman and president of 
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shaw- 
nee, reported successful conversations 
with Home Mission Board leaders 
about ‘expanding cooperative efforts 
between the Commission and Southern 
Baptist schools to further the SBC’s 
missions and evangelism efforts 
throughout the United States. 


or. i es 


Preliminary ideas include inform- 
ing students of needs and channeling - 
them into Home Mission Board min- 
istries, possible establishment of in- 
terterms on college campuses led by - 
Home: Mission Board personnel and = 
idea exchanges. j = 

Tanner suggested an exploratory =~ 
meeting with the Education Commis- = 
sion, the Association of Southern Bap- = 


-tist-Colleges- and--Schoels,--and the=-—-- 


Home Mission Board to 


to discuss areas ~ 
of interaction. Bs “= 


= 

G. Earl Guinn, left, president of 
Louisiana College, Pineville, listens as 
William G. Tanner, chairman of the 
Southern Baptist Education Commis- 
sion and president of Oklahoma Bap- 
tist University, Shawnee. pays trib- 
ute to him for 14 years of service on 
the Education Commission, the long- 
est tenure of any member. 


Joe Abrams’ Retirement Set For Dec. 31 


Rev. Joe Abrams, associate editor 
of the Baptist Record since 1956, will 
retire from that post Dec. 31, accord- 
ing to D:. Earl Kelly, executive sec- 
retary - treasurer of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board. 

Mr. Abrams has completed a tenure 
of 25 years service with the board, 


—having-served-prior_to 1956-as_director 


of promotion, associate in the Church 
Training Department, and on the staff 
of the Baptist Record. 

He has also been director of the 
Mississippi Baptist News. Service since 
1951. 

When asked about his plans for the 
future, said that he would continue 
to live at ‘his home in Clinton ‘and be 
available for church pulpit supply and 
interim pastorates anywhere in the 
state. ‘ 

Mr. Abrams, a native of Alabama, 
came to the board from the pastorate 
of the Shuqualak Baptist Church. 

Churches served earlier as pastor 
were the Artesia and Mt. Vernon 
churches in Lowndes County. 

Prior to entering the ministry he 
was an employee of the Commercial 
Dispatch in Columbus and active as a 
Jayman in the First Baptist Church 
there. 

Mr. Abrams served as chairman of 
the Mississippi committee for prepa- 
ration of copy for the first two 
volumes of the Encyclopedia of South- 
ern Baptists. . 

Active in Southern Baptist Conven- 

ies 
jate Sunday School superintendent, 
Brotherhood president, vice - chair- 
man of deacons, Junior Training 
Union leader, Intermediate Sunday 
School teacher, chairman of Pulpit 
Supply Committee, and church —re- 


rt. : 
Around 1935 he began to get calls 
‘(Continued On Page 3) 


tion affairs, he was the first presi- 
dent of the Baptist Public Relations 
Association and a member of the 
former SBC 30,000 Committee. He has 
also contributed articles to numerous 
dendmirational publications. 


He served as interim editor follow- 
ing the death of Dr. Goodrich and 
~ after Dr. Fields moved to Nashville 
to become the public reiations secre- 
tary for the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion Executive Committee. 


Even then, Robert Stanley (Philip. VS" DY Sholr members. 


ished language school in Tokyo and = 


What? 


! P . er even smelled by the nose. 
seven years ago,” according to" is. . What? F 


division. : 

“We have only one safety valve and 
that’s proportional giving by South- 
ern Baptists,” he said. 


in South America. : — Asserance ....050..2 00... 200s Young Men’s Quartet 
in es urrently ‘ Laure 725 Share His Love Through Scripture and Prayer ..... 
ys el agar eg _s—1 Corinthians 13:1-13: Kim Boone, Quitman High School, Quitman 
school at First Church. ae —Prayer: .. ......... Ray Jones, Pearson Baptist Church; Pearl 
A of ‘ : Cri ae = 8:35-30: Lisa Brannan, Gulf Coast Jr. College, Perkinston 
yas born in Deland and — : ; —aatthew 28:16:50 Jud: sprisnare fil eo 9 Lecverntonay 
Lake. “She was graduated grog & : dy : Delta piel 
ton on oer ; cig i, —Prayer: aes Michael a Friendship — i 
et ee ee, 7:35 Turning Point . ...........06..0.0.0c.¢c0eeceeeeee Musical Group 
master of-religious education = 7.59 ‘testimony .... Summer Student Missionary .. Richard F. Wilson 
degree. She also attended Louisiana . ‘ x Mississippi College 
College in Pineville. ’ 7:55 All State Choir ................00..00e000- Dan C. Hall, Director 
She was camp director and program 8:00 Share His Love Through Group Singing ...... Congregation and 
coordinator for St. Mark’s Community Mass Choir 
Center in New Orleans following sem- 8:10 “How We Need Each Other” .................4.. « Larry Walker 
inary graduation. She also spent one 9:15 Benediction ...............2.. 0 sesmeeees eourire ers, Earl Kelly 


=~ Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Mississippi %aptist Convention 


N. O. Seminary Schedules 
Interterm For January 7-17 . 


NEW 0 — Scheduled for of guest instructors, 
the Jan. 7-17 Interterm at New 


~ “Carols By Candlelight”-December 22 
sented by the Sanctuary Choir and orchestra of First Church, Jackson Sun- 
day, December 22 at 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. The choir and orchestra will be di- 

..fected by~Larry Black, Minister of Music, and narration will be presented 
by Frank Pollard, pastor. ‘‘Carols by Candlelight” begins with a candelight 
processional of the 185 member Sanctuary Choir and concludes with the choir, 
congregation and orchestra singing Malotte’s ‘‘Lord’s Prayer.” Also during 
the presentation, testimonies of what the Christ of Christmas means will be 


Twenty-Third 
A ae Youth Night . 
ppointed 
ne ved of the 
9 ‘vied PMR Deiet Convention 
Mission we ee te ee Desa), 7 pan. 
stock tuteeaienns MEis@iseippi Ppliseum, “Jackson 
Pi ; , gram* ‘ & Ng ; 
i . 6:45 Instrumental Music ............: Jerry Aultman, Darrell Boggs 
Crissey will receive a religious 6:50 Share His Love Through Group Singing ...::. Congregation and 
education or social work assignment t F © ; Mass Choir 


writing, Christian living, working 
with youth, and the gospel of John. 


? will -be-pre- 


*pines) said inflation is so rapid now Ee oy : 
that “adjustments seldom can be e ¥ 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne L. Hasenmay- ars ee ee eae sim 
er in Japan were hindered in their +. wnat do you want for 4 a 
evangelistic outreach when they =) $900 maw Christmas 
" couldn’t begin work on time. They fin. gore nt ee your wife or 


Sw mafiy times has this question been asked of you? 
. The very nature of the quéstion says something about our age 
and perhaps something about our observance of the Christmas season. 


What could denote a frame of mind or perhaps even an attitude, 
but what usually refers to a thing, or object, a bauble, a box, a 
beautiful thing“which can be seen by the eye, touched hy the hand 


ae What reflects our priorities. What reflects our real love too often. 
What really tells us something about ourselves. 

Could we ever ask — Who? : 

Who tells us about people—about relationship. 

~ Who reflects the word of the angel: 


of inflation in the United States, but “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great 
tio er joy which shall be the people; i 
ground,” said Jesse C. Fletcher, di- “Por today. in. the city of David there has been born for you a 
rector of the board’s mission support e Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” : 


—Porter Routh 
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New Foundation Officers 


‘St, Louis Church On 
CBS--TV Dec. 24 


‘Third Baptist Church in St. 
Louis, Missouri will be on CBS- 
TV Network from Coast to Coast | 
on Christmas Eve 11:30 to 12:00 
PM (ST). 

This will be a “‘Living Christ- 
‘mas Tree” ‘musical, a ‘“‘live’* 
telecast from the sanctuary of 
. the Third Baptist Church. 

The peopled Christmas tree 
will celebrate the story of the 
séason in secular and sacred 
music. Seventy-seven.singers ac- 
companied by intruments as di- - 
verse as flutes and guitars will 
sing the praises of Christmas. 


Registration For 
ETV Classes At 
BMC, Jan. 6 


Registration for both evening clas- 
ses and classes through educational 
television at Blue Mountain College 
will be held, January 6. 


Registration -for evening classes 
will be held from 6:30 pm to 8:00 
pm in the Paschal Student Center. 
The schedule now calls for the classes 
to meet on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6:30 - 9:30 beginning 
January 13,1975, . 


Courses available for credit throu- 
gh ETV, Channel 12 will include Hu- 
man Communications I, Consum- 
er Education and Cultural Anthropo- 
logy. , 


Persons interested in ETV classes 
may register on January 6, 1975 from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. or from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. All classes are 
open to anyone 18 years of ago or old- 
er and to High School seniors who 
have at least a B average and the 
approval of their respective school 
principal. e 


Tuition “for both type classes is 
$30.00 per semester hour for regular 
and reserve credit. Non - credit cost 
is $15.00 per semester hour. : 


ra 


New officers for the Mississippi Baptist Foundation were elected during 
the annual luncheon meeting. Left to right, they are Rev. Carey Cox, Jack- 
son, executive secretary; D. L: Simmons-Sr., Jackson, executive committee 
member; E. L. Herring, Jackson, president of the board of trustees; Charies 
Lofton, Brookhaven, executive committee member; A. L. Boone, Winona, 
chairman of the executive committee; and J. W. Barfield, Jackson, -vice- 


president of the board of trustees. 


Mrs. Leavell 


‘Dies In N. O. 


NEW ORLEANS — Mrs. Roland Q. 
Leavell, 72, widow of the president. of 
New Orleans Seminary from 1946 to 
1958, died Friday, Dec. 13, in Baptist 
Hospital here following a heart attack. 

Her death came 11 days after her 
nephew, Dr. Landrum Leavell II of 
Wichita Falls, Tex., was named presi- 
dent of the seminary, effective Jan. 1. 

Under her hus- 
‘band’s twelve - year 
administration, New 


UJrieal 


lion campus and 
moved from cramped 
quarters in the Gar- 
den District to 175 
acres of land in the 
Gentilly area. Also 
during Dr. Leavell’s tenufé, the School 
of Theology was accredited by the 


«only, the’ American Association of Theological 


Schools, enrollment tripled from 331 
to 1087, and the faculty increased 
from 15 to 39. 

A native of Jackson, Miss., Lilian 
Yarborough Leavell earned the bache- 
lor of arts degree at Mississippi Wom- 
an’s College (now William Carey Col- 
lege) in Hattiesburg, Miss. Her al- 
ma mater honored her in 1968 by 
naming “her outstanding alumnus of 


the year. She also served on the col- ° 


lege’s board of trustees. 
Active in church affairs, Mrs, Leav- 


ell served on the state executive board __ 


of. the Woman's Missionary Union in 
Georgia and Louisiana, and headed 


‘jocal W.M.U. chapters at Baptist 


churches in Atlanta, Ga.; 
Miss., and New Orleans. 
While her husband was seminary 
president, Mrs. Leavell conducted for- 
tums for ministers’ wives and lectured 


Jackson, 


Seminary 
built a new $6,-mil- 


First, Long Beach 
To Present 


‘Christmas Festival’ 


This year Long Beach’s First Chur- 
ch adult choir, of more than fifty voic- 
es, an an instrumental accompani- 
ment, of over twenty pieces, will pre- 
sent ‘“‘A Christmas Festival,’’ direct- 
ed by Charles Red, minister of mu- 
sic. 

This contemporary work is arrang- 
ed from some 22 Christmas carols 
and spirituals. The orchestral accom- 
paniment includes brass, woodwinds, 
percussion, organ and piano. 

The presentation will be in the new 


RTE 


Worship Center on Fifth Street be- 


hind the educational building, just off 
Jeff Davis Avenue. — 

Dr. Gail. DeBord, pastor, 
the public, 


invites 


poetry and hymns. One of her texts, 
“We Lift Our Hearts in Songs of 
Praise,’’ will appear in the ‘Baptist 
Hymnal (1975)"" when it is released 
in March. 

Following her husband's death in 
1963 after nearly 40 years of’ mar- 
riage, Mrs. Leavell took up perma- 
nent residence on the seminary camip- 
us and became director of the wom- 
en’s division of the NOBTS Board of 
Development. 

In an interview at the seminary 
earlier this year, Mrs. Leavell com- 
mented: ‘I don’t fear death; I see it 
a8 a transition, a translation to etern- 
ity. I think it will be the greatest ex- 
perience of all." 

She is survived by three daughters, 
Mrs. Wesley Bowman of Alexandria, 
La.; Mrs. William Maynard Fountain 


grandchildren. 
Burial services will be held at 2 p. 


Thursday, December 19, 1974 


Joe and Lillian Abrams in Georgiana, 
Alabama, shortly after their Colum- 
bus, Mississippi wedding, April 27, 
1929. 


Joe Abrams’ high school graduation class at Georgiana, Alabama, 
is on the back row, at far left. 


Joe Abrams is pictured with the late 
W. N. Puckett, Sunday School super- 
intendent at First, Columbus, for 32 
years. At the time the picture was 
made Joe had just been elected asso- 
ciate Sunday School superintendent. 


@ Rev. and Mrs. Joe Abrams at their daughter Shirgly’s 


weeding, in: 1966, 
First Church, Clinton. He performed the. penn: : $ 


In 1932 he ‘is shown with the deacons and pastor of 
First Church, Columbus, and Dr. George Truett. Mr. 
Abrams, then the voungest deacon at the church, is back 


row, third from left. Dr. Truett is front row, center, 
and Dr: 3:‘D. Franks, pastor is on the row behind Dr. 
Truett and to his left. 


Joe Abrams was elected program 
chairman of the Baptist Public Rela- 
tions Association in 1966 in Kansas 
City. (He was the organization's first 
president.) With him are Dave Mor- 
ris, president; Floyd Craig; and John 
Bloskas. 


seat she eigenen OO 


TRAINING UNION DEPARTMENT, MBCB IN 1947: Back row, Auber J. Wilds, 
department secretary, left, and Joe Abrams, associate. Front row, Miss Allene 
Johnson, office secretary (now Mrs. D. P. Dabbs of Shannon); Miss Louise Hill, 

associate (now“Mrs. Calcolm F. Miller of Little Rock, Ms.); and Miss Clarice! 
Conner, associate, (now Mrs. M. C. Waildrup of Blue ‘Mountain College staff. ) 


Joe at the linotype — Commercial 


During a press convention in Wash- 
Dispatch, Columbus. 


0 pany i D. C., Joe ‘Abrams, center, 
‘ an Gough, right, met Fish- 
fait BH ita “Mississippian, and door- ” 


7 esevet ryt tte 


Ends 2 


(Continued From Page 1) 


to speak in associational meetings 
and in churches, as a lay preacher. 
Then in 1942 he became supply pas- 
tor of Artesia andMt. Vernon chur- 
ches. Even as Dr, Franks was play- 
ing an important role in Mississippi 
‘Baptist life, at this point he played 
an important part in Joe's life. He 
spoke to the leaders at Artesia and 
asked them why they didn’t call Joe 
as pastor and get him ‘“‘off the fence.” 
Joe felt that this was the Lord’s way 
of calling him to preach, and when 
the church did call him he accepted. 
At the request of the Artesia congre- 
gation, First, Columbus, ordained him 
in 1943. After serving Artesia and Mt. 
Vernon for a while, he in 1945 was 
called to Shuqualak Church. 

One night in 1946 when Joe was at- 
tending a countywide study at Ma- 
con, Auber J. Wilds, state Training 
Union secretary, sought him out and 
asked him if he would consider be- 
coming an associate in the TU Depart- 
ment, He accepted. Thus began his 
service with MBCB. Continuing to 
live in Columbus, he travelled wide- 
ly for the next 20 months, in field 
work across the state. Then he re- 
turned to the pastorate of Shuqua- 
lak for four more years. 

In March, 1951, he ‘was appointed 
by the Board as TU associate and 
press representative. In November of 
that year he. was officially elected by 
the convention as state director of pro- 
motion, with part of his responsibility 
to lie in work with the Baptist Rec- 
ord. As director of promotion he was 
Ui case of the tract ministry for a 

le, and also led in the promotion of 
stewardship materials, before there 
was a Stewardship Department. Also, 
in an interim when there was no evan- 
gelism director, he led in- the promo- 
tion of evangelism materials. 
' When Jé6é@ came to the Convention 
Board ‘from the Columbus Dispatch, 
Birney Imes, publisher of the paper, 
said in a statement published in the 
Baptist Record at the time: 

“Joe has something more than an 
amazing skill, speed and accuracy 
‘fit the operation of a linotype. He has 
character of the highest order. He 
is loyal and faithful and devoted to 
every trust, He is dependable and 
trustworthy, and as an employee of 
the composing room of the Commerc- 


jal Dispatch he was a stabilizing and, 


wholesome. influence. He enjoyed the 
esteem and respect of all his associ- 
ates.There isn’t a finer character on 
earth than Joe Abrams. His conse- 
erated Christian life, his high: ideas 


.Odle. When Dr. Goodrich died 


Wears At Baptist Bldg: 


@hd his lofty principles have endear- 
ed him to all who have come under 
the influence and the benediction of 
his life.” 

Through his 23 years with the Rec- 
ord he has worked with three editors, 
Dr.. Goodrich, Dr. Fields, and Dr. 
in 
March, 1956, Joe was acting editor 
until Dr. Fields came as editor that 
summer. When Dr. Fields resigned, 
in 1959, to go to Nashville, Joe was 
acting editor until Dr. Odle took over 
the position later in the year. He was 
elected associate editor when Dr. 
Fields became editor and has con- 
tinued in thét capacity since. 

At the state Baptist Convention this 
fall, Dr. Odle presented to Joe a pia- 
que in appreciation for his years of 
service. He said that Joe might well 
be called ‘‘Mr. Baptist Record’’ and 
explained his: statement by saying: 

“He has helped to prepare at least 
1150 issues of the paper, He has done 
the layout for hundreds of', front 
pages. He has written thousands of 
news stories and tens of thousands of 
headlines and cutlines. He has tak- 
en hundreds of pictures. He_has_driv- 
“en thousands of miles. 

“At the same time, in public rela- 
tions he has served as editor of the 
Miss. Baptist Press. From his pen 
have, gone thousands of:.words in hun- 


dreds of press releases. He has built. 


for the convention the very finest pos- 
sible relationship with the news me- 
dia of the state. Editors and report- 
ers trust him, and his stories have 
been used widely all across the state, 
and in others. 

“When the Radio Baptist News re- 
ports were being sent to Mississippi 
stations by the Radio and Television 
Commission the news material 
was prepared by Joe.”’ 

He was a charter member and the 
first president of the Baptist Public 
Relations Association which was  or- 
ganized in 1954 in St. Louis, with 
around 20 members, and which now 
has over 217 members. Last year 
that association voted to present to 
him a plaque for twenty years of de- 
voted service. 


He was chairman of the Mississippi. 


Committee for preparation of 32,000 
words of copy for the Encyclopedia of 
Southern Baptists (serving with Dr. C. 
B. Hamlet and the late J. L. 
Boyd.) 

He was a contributor to-A History . 
of Mississippi Baptists by Dr. R. A. 
McLemore, published in 1971. In ad- 
dition, he has contributed articles 
to various publications of the BSSB. 

He and his wife enjoy travelling to- 


gether and have visited most of the 
fifty states, including two’ trips to 
Hawaii. In 1968 he attended the Pan- 
American Baptist Layman’s « Evan- 
gelism Conference in Rio, stopping 
along the way in Peru, Colombia, and 
Argentina. 

“Some wives don’t like their hus-. 
bands underfoot after they retire,” 
Joe says, ‘“‘but I don’t think mine 
will think of me asa problem!” In- 
deed, they do give the impression 
of enjoying each other’s company 
very much. In fac, he tells me that 
the whole year befire they were mar- 
ried they had ninedlates a week! Fig- 
ure that one out. : 

They have thre children and twel- 
ve grandchildren Their son, Joe 
Abrams, III of oorhead, is head of 
the Fine Arts’ Dpartment of Missis- 
sippi Delta Junir College, and part- 
time music diretor at. Second Chur- 
ch, Indianola. B studied at USM, 
graduated from MC, and earned Mas- 
ter’s degrees fom both USM and 
Ole Miss. Their dest daughter, Mary 
Lillian (Mrs, Pt Kelley) is married 
to a Jackson tsinessman. A gradu- 
ate-of MC, she s a talented musician; 
and has bee: church organist -at 
First, Pascagola, First, Clinton, and 
Daniel Memor#l, Jackson. Their 
youngest daugiter, Shirley, is Mrs. 


John Young ¢ St. Louis. Her hus- . 


band is an aWanced student in the 
Logan School 'f Chiropractic. Shirley 
attended MSCV, graduated from Pa- 
tricia Stevens Career College in St. 
Louis, and weks for Delta Airlines. 

Joe likes nisic — especially Law-> 
rence Welk. @e of his hobbies is tak- 
ing his wife’spicture with celebrities 
like Anita Byant and Jeannie C. 
Riley. He liks good food, and no 


matter how such he eats he never” 
gets fat! Wien I met him he could | 


have won te award for “the thin- 
nest man in Missis 
until the lastyear or §o-has he added ~ 
a pound; a 

At the Reord's tfiiditional Christ-* 
mas diner at Dr. Qdile’s, he is al-~ 
ways full ol jokes, fhe life of the” 
party. And sound th@office his cam-— 
araderie eps Uf out of the dol-~ 
drums, We will miss} 
ter. Though I’ve seen 
set over printing erg 
seen him jose his tem 
staff member. 

He and | and Dr. & 
‘Keyes, and Florence & 
worked together in 
many, many issues 
Record, on many, 
Since I like to arg 
to argue, we have’ Sp 


i,” and not! 


a 


bright chat-~ 


‘KReber in the House of Representa- ' 


* tives. 


day afternoons in friendly “pros and 
cons” while we pasted. Often, when 
I have wanted to try out some over- 
dramatic or maybe unwise idea 
for the paper, he with nis common 
sense approach has brought me down 
to earth with his feeling of responsi- 
bility for the readers: How will Mis- 
sissippi Baptists feel about this 
article? What is Convention Board 
policy about this question? Always’ he 
wants to play the game by the rules. 

He has often been kidded about 
one rule he strictly enforces. Like 
most preachers, to prevent idle gos- 
sip, he has made it a policy never to 
ride alone with a woman other than 
his wife. Once he even carried this 
so far as to leave Dr. Quarles’ sec- 
retary in Tupelo to catch a bus while-. 
he drive to Jackson in a car by him- 
self. Never was he allowed to fcrget 
it! 

After so many issues of the paper, 
you would think our work would be- 
come boring, But it never does. Al- 
Ways we are ready to begin the next 
issue with zest, in the hope that in 
Some ways we car make it better than 
the last. 
the last. The associate editor shared 


‘in this feeling. 


Thank you, Mr. Abrams, for your 
25 years of service to the MBCB, and 
thank you for your kindness, your pa- 
tience, your enthusiasm, your com - 
radeship in publishing the Good. 
News. 

* Happy retirement! 


Making up page one — in the days 
when metal cuts, were still in use. 


even ill Bitee i 
*Mr. Abrams, at lett, elected associate editor of the Baptist Record in 1956, 
continued in that position after Dr. Odle, seated, above, became editor. 


‘While Dr. Chester Quarles and Dr. A. L. Goodrich were in Europe six weeks 
in the summer of 1955, W. R. Roberts was named acting executive secretary 
and Joe Abrams was named acting editor. Left to right: Roberts, Quarles, 
Goodrich, Abrams. 


The-Baptist Record changed to offset press in the late 150". Pictured. with 
the newnpress at Thornton Publishers are Dr. W. C. Fields,. editor, 1956-59; 
the late Duke Thornton, printer; J. E. Lane, business manager of the Bap- 
tist Record for many years; and Joe Abrams, associate editor. 


Joe. Abrams (left) is... 
photographers on the 
“topping out” of the new | 
pital. 


Saviour \\- 
whirh ta Christ 
the Dord.-tuke 2 


With peace on earth, good - will to 


ney’ retnind ca” sill Rear those bells. 
Gor that 
b no 


THE HORIZONTAL 4 
GIFT EXCHANGE Sig 


They remind us that 


ne vy : are * 
Miss theVertical GiftExchange _ 


ACK AMAA Bie 


Be 


ee for @ man ‘to Succeed him. Prayer be- 
_ Game an important element in this. 
, Since we believed that God 


had his man for the posi-_, ; <A Woman's World Reaches Far 


4 
" 
: 


z 
F 
ii 


out of-Texas came the . 


but also was forma that Don McGregor, a man | Beyond the 4 «. 
for the Con- _ who already had many ae of experi- ; B oard N. 0. Seamen Ss Service 
SS saa S as ore yeh sh 
a us. We t must. 
and be RE, 50 we appevecieed Mr. Mc- as ‘Wilda Fancher Plans Christmas 
lense regor, he accepted our ation, and* © house these three 
been _ since Jast dastonhor he has been nia prod know. cetera! cugeee Dear Friends:* . 
life in a bled rd Ppt tak Teddy e They were born ig abled of less than ~“MERRY CHRISTMAS! The ‘message is 
‘within — bor gee Seudiior ie Over five years, so you can imagine -all-that-has —;. the a 
1 hr seas transpired between them in the years they . Qn Saturday, December 21, New Orleans 


- McGregor is a native of Texas, _ have lived at our house. Keeping things rea- Baptist Seamen's Service will have the 
duate of Baylor, and took grad- sonably settled in a reasonably impartial way WORLDWIDE CHRISTMAS PARTY for the 
work at Southwestern Seminary. — has not always been possible, but we kept seamen who are in the Port of New Orleans 
has trying. 3 on that night. This gives us a chance to 
n One thing we did when there began to _ share the true meaning of Christmas with 
be a constant three-way scramble for favor- many friends of all nations. This party will 
ite chairs or places on the floor was to come _be held in the activities building of Gentilly 
to an agreement that if you got up to leave Baptist Church. 
the place where-you were with the intention For several years we have used this 
of returning immediately — like after get- method of sharing Christ during the Christ- 
ting a cookie or drink of water or answering mas Season and have found it to be very ef- 
,, the Phone, you must say, ‘This is still my = fective. At the party we have recreation, 
‘Plgee. Then, nobody cotild ‘elaim 'it-in‘ your’ felloWship, refreshments’ and ¢lose ‘with s ” 
bleniéE. 'Sdirieone ‘nlight sit ‘thete’ While You '* Wathip period in ab'niany languages ‘av the 
were gone, but had to get up without hassle group requires:''As they eave each seaman ° 
5 apis an when you returned. But if you didn’t say it is given.a personal gift and a Bible or Testa- 
SHficlenty’ ekly newspa (and it included us adults, top), plan to sit “ ment in his own language. 
‘ted ciency th of si : at ry somewhere else when you came back. Fail- We would like again -this year to offer 
warm . p ure ‘to say it mean ‘“‘first sitter keeper,”’ and you the opportunity of sharing your bless- 
the race to become first sitter was on the ings and Christian love with these men by 
minute your back was turned. It : worked. sending the gifts to be presented to them. 


i 


ny 
r 
# 


Even now some of us revert involuntarily to Each year we use approximately 3,000 
that habit and say, “‘Still my place.” Then we _gifts throughout the Christmas season. For 
io “Ad ; : laugh. ; : * two weeks before the annual Christmas party 
the As Passociate ‘editor, Mr. McGregor Several years ago when Dr. Odle told and through the rest of the holiday season we 
Few men in Mis- also the position of Public Re- me he was going to use in column form some - have caroling’groups on the docks, smaller\ 
in the middle !a' Director for the Convention material I’d sent to him for evaluation, he _ parties aboard:the ships-and_at the Seamen's 
ptists are con- Board, even as did Mr. Abrams. One of told me he was going to use it because Dr. Center for those men who will be at sea the 
He his first jobs outside the Record itself, Chester Swor felt he could not prepare his _ night of the big party and on Christmas Day. 


i j column for a while,and my material would - The gifts you send could be any of the 

ed baie orien — * be used in place of his column. things you would give the men of your fam- 

3 in charge of the special section of the Thus began ‘“‘Beyond the Ironing Board.” ily for Christmas. . .toilet articles, table 

(Mrs. Abrams) en- forthcoming Cooperative Program An- Back this past July Dr. Odle wrote me _ 84mes, socks, handkerchiefs, tie bars or 

in their lives, that _niversary issue which will appearthe that Dr. Swor felt he could begin again in reget eg -or other similar at ae pre- 
retirement, we extend first week of January. January to provide his column. er gifts not"be gift wrapped, ever, 


So today we are chan the gu 
We say farewell to Mr. Abrams, 
the ministries which lie welcome to Mr. McGregor. Mi 


final if you wisIf to include the wrapping paper and 
B . = cage Beyond The Ironing ribbons this would be helpful. Many times in 
; . Dr. Ode “This still is acking and mailing the wrappings are 
nh essence, Dr. said, maged. 

Dr. Swor’s place.” None of us anticipated I or the last three years we have used as 
would write in it for these nearly. five years, for: thé WORLDWIDE CHRISTMAS 


since February, 1970. oe ‘ARTY the plastic, zippered travel kits filled 
It's been a thoroughly delightful experi-/ with toilet articles. If possible, we would like 
ence for me. All of my New Years will.be . to do this again this year. At the smaller 
happier because of these folders of letters I parties we used the separate items as gifts. 
have from you, from afl over the world, lit- You might prefer to help purchase the 
erally, the phone calls arid personal contacts _ Bibles or to have us purchaSé gift items local- 
I’ve recorded, and all the messages you've ly, If so, please designate your check ‘‘Christ- 
sent me by my husband when he preached mas." 
in your churches, and by our boys when you We do appreciate your help in this effort 
have met them at school and work and play. ag well as throughout the year. It is through 
Dr. Swor, I’ve enjoyed being ‘in your —_ your support that this world-wide ministry is 
place.”’ I give it back to you, knowing I am possible. Please continue to pray for and 
much richer for having been in it. You are a support Seamen's Service. 
great writer, and Mississippi Baptists are We, the staff of New Orleans Baptist Sea- 
great readers, and that’s a hard. combination men’s Service, wish you and yours a very 
to ‘beat. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


B 
Be 


ene and to the associ- _centerinial, just two yeats away, wit 
knew that assurance to its readers that a train 

retirement dedicated staff, will continue to serv 
the search them through the Record week by week 


_ Pretation ministries, and counselling they go to a new and larger responsi- 
“both With the deaf and with the parents _ bility in another state. 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year John P. Vandercook, Director 
to all. New Orleans Baptist Seamien’s Service 
2610 Dreux Avenue 
{EDITOR'S NOTE: With this issue the-Iron- .. New Orleans, Louisiana 70122 


half years Some folks are so far behind, the future is 
years. | are grateful to her for writing what has been gone before they get there. ; 
one of the most popular features in the Re- : 


your support | cord, and we say “Thank You" for the labor 
ty Pm reed ESE Pree pkey ay The Baptist Record 
known | his colama wal ts take the any of the “icon 515 Mississippi Street 
én this | ing Board.’* Even as we say farewell to Mrs. Jackson, Miss. 39201 sediean 
time. Fancher, we say welcome back to Dr. Swor os T. Odle OE ne 
have 5 —JTO) 3 ‘oe Abrams Assoc 
Anne McWilliams Editorial Associate 
William H. Sellers - Bus. Manager 
. tists — Thank you for your friendship doaseeaeee Sacener : 
Orrs di ‘ and for sharing your lives with us. You. | CONVENTION BOARD 
é their B / tested . 1 will probably never know how much Earl Kelly Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
as possible, es : '_ |you mean to us. The Baptist Building 
d ; to all — Please continue to Box 880, Jackson, Miss, 30206 


for us as we pray for zea. I see 


*_- Baptist Record Soe: B. Foutes, 
times ahead for ppi ae ~ Jackson; 
Daptise and weil. be watching with As aha 


ance. 
weekly except week of July 4 and Christ. 


.. God bless you all, Second Clase Postage pald at Jeckson, Miasaston!. 
Jerry and Erkle St. John _—_ press R . 3 Brengellenl Prose Atscation. 


ee 
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First State ETV Award Given 


Miss Eudora Welty, Mississippi’s Pulitzer prize-winning author, presents the 
first annual Eudora Welty—Americana Award to Jerry Tucker, left, Radio and 
Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, Fort Worth, Texas, 
for the winning film, ‘“‘Glenn Rose; Texas.” The Eudora Welty—Americana 
Award will be given annually by Mississippians for Educational Television, a 
statewide volunteer support group, for the best television production depicting 
Twentieth Century American. Life. This is the only National Award in tele- 
vision: given by a volunteer organization. The award was presented at the 


third annual meeting of the volunteer group. Miss Welty is a charter member 


of Mississippians for Educational Television, On the right is Jackson, Missis- 
sippi attorney, John A. Welsch Jr. who is president of MET. 


Christmas—Its Origin 


. B. Fowler, Jr. 

Pastor, Church, McComb 

Scholars do not know the exact day 
of Christ’s birth. What we do know is 
this: He was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea during the reign of the Roman 
governor of Judea, Herod the Great: 
Since Herod died in 4 B.C., Jesus had 


date. 

Since the exact s 
the Saviour's birth are 
then do we celebrate D 
the birthday of our Lord? 


Prior to the reign\of 
emperor, Constantine, ans were 
severely persecuted. er, when 
Constantine became erkperor ~in’ 300 


A.D., he established Christianity as 
the state religion of the Roman world. 
Thus the Christians were protected 
from, further persecution, 


At: the - first of: Constantine's: reign - 


Christ's nativity was not celebrated 
by His followers because early church 
fathers did not want the sacred occa- 
sion put on a level with pagan cele- 
brations. In fact, Origen (185-254 A.D.) 
had preached against a religious ob- 
servance of Christ’s birthday “as 
though He were a King Pharaoh.” 


Co-Workers Pay Tribute To J oe Abram 


Every organization ‘needs a great second fiddle player. The Baptist Record Dear Joe: 


By the beginning of the third cen- 
tury of Christianity, several dates 
were being observed as the birthday 
of Jesus. Such dates as January 6, 
February 2, March 25, April 19, May 
20, and November 17 were held 
sacred. 


Julius 1, the bishop at Rome from 


——to—be~ born” sometimre—prior~-to—that —-337-to-352-A-D-;»was-requested-by-St-— 


Cyril, the bishop at Jerusalem, to 
make a study of the correct date of 
this birth of Christ. In 350 A.D., the 
date was set as December 25, and the 
people were ordered by the bishop to 
observe that day as the birthday of 
the Saviour. On December 25, 353 A. 
D., the Feast of the Nativity was first 
observed in Rome; and then the cus- 
tom spread eastward. 


About 440 A.D., the bishop at Jeru- 
salem accepted the ruling of his west- 


:.ern_ counterpart, and December 25 be- 
iame officially. recognized in the East 


as the Holy Day. 

Although various scholars through 
the ages have insisted on setting Jan- 
uary 1, March 21, March 29, April 9, 
or September 29 as the birthday of 
our Lord, virtually all Christians (ex- 
cept the Armenians who still observe 
January 6) observe December 25. 


Baptists Join In Brief. 


Against -Parochiaid Laws 


___-By W. Barry Garrett 


WASHINGTON (BP) — A Baptist 
body here joined other religious, edu- 


cational and civil liberties organiza- 


tions in a ‘‘friend of the court” brief 


“*eBefore the U. S. Supreme Court seek- 


ing’ to overthrow two Pennsylvania 


laws that provide state aid for 


parochial schools. 
The Baptist Joint Committee on 


Wood Jr. is executive director, joined 


the other groups in this appeal to the _ 
“Supreme Court believing that the : 4 


principle of religious freedom is jeop- 
ardized by the provisions: of the two 
Pennsylvania laws. 


Commenting on the brief, Wood 
points, out that ‘the Bapfist Joint 
Committee is continuing a role it has 
exercised for the past 27 years, name- 
ly of expressing through judicial 
means its opposition to legislation 
that is aimed at providing public 
funds to schools maintained by reli- 
gious institutions.” 


Wood further observed, ‘These 
Pennsylvania statutes must be regard- 


It is impossible to determine at this 
late date why December 25 was chos- 
en. One of the plausible reasons for 
this choice is worth considering. 


Many of the Roman citizens were 
adherents of Mithraism, the worship 
of the sun. Mithraism’s most import- 
ant feast day was observed on De- 
cember 25.* Furthermore, the Roman 
Saturnalia came at that time as did 
the Jewish Feast of Dedication of the 
Temple. y 


The ‘third-century Christian leaders 
may have set the date of December 
25.in order to give a sacred and holy 
connotation to an already recognized 
religious holiday. Perhaps this was 
their—way—of—both—defending- 
pagan practices and more deeply in- 
jecting the Christian system into so- 
ciety. Instead of worshipping a heath- 

n deity on this date, new converts 
were urged to pay homage to the only 
true God and His Son, Jesus Christ! 


Although some Christians are still 
critical of observing one day in the 
‘year as the day of our Lord’s birth, 
and an uncertain day at that, the mo- 


tive and intent behind it are worthy.-» 


It reminds us, in our busy\20th-cen- 


ed as circumventing both the letter 
and the spirit of the establishment - 
Clause of the First Amendment as 
Well as being in conflict with Su- 
Preme Court decisions which since 
147 have clearly and consistently pro- 
hibited public funds to parochtal 


. Schools,” 


In taking his position, Wood defend- 
ed “both the right and role of church 


Public Affairs, of. which Jamed a. it Our free society.” He furth- 


€r defended the previous decisions of 
the Supreme Court denying public 
funds to church schools _as_right_‘‘for 
the future of both the church and 
State in America.” 


The case is known as Meek V. Pit- 
tenger. A three-judge district court 
Tuled that the Pennsylvania statutes 
involved are not in violation of the 
State and federal constitutions. The 
decision” was appealed to the U. S. 
‘Supreme Court, which noted probable 
Jurisdiction >on Oct. 15, 1974. Oral 
arguments in the case will be sched- 
ued sometime early in 1975. 


The statutes at issue (Act 194 and 
‘Act 195 in 1972) provide various forms 
of aid for the operation-of church- 
affiliated and other nonpublic elemen- 
tary and high schools in Pennsylvania. 


Under Act 194 the public school 
authorities are required to furnish 
“auxiliary services’ to children in 
Donpublic schools on the premises of 
their schools up to a” cost of $30 per 
Pupil. The program includes guid- 
ance, testing, remedial and ‘“‘such oth- 
er secular, ‘neutral, nonideological 
Services as are of benefit to nonpublic 
School children and are. presently -or 
hereafter provided for public school 
children” in Pennsylvania. 


Act 195 requires the state to pur- 
chase and to lend’ to nonpublic school 
pupils “textbooks which are accepta- 
ble for use in any public, elementary, 
wealth,” up "Weg m i of $10 per 
child. ; 

Also, Act 195 requires the state to 


purchase and to lend “instructional 
materials and equipment’’ to non- 


__public schools, up to a limit of $25 per 


“child. “Instructional materials’ are 
@efined as books, records, tapes and 
‘films and “‘such other secular, neu- 


ublic school children.” 


tury world, that: ‘‘when: the f Theavertion, whic Baptists and 
beh flare come, isd -sent ufertiy; eer teh t-maacts 


His Son, made of @.woman, made 
der the law, to redeem them that 
under the law, that we might-n 
ceive the adoption of Sons” (Gala- 
tians 4:45). ; 

To remind all the world of this, 
no more than once a year, is good in- 
deed! 


~ 


‘ mnie ‘Court. to idecide is’ this: do 
the provisions of the Pennsylvania 
lmws which provide the above serv- 
ices, instructional materials, and 
equipment for church schools violate 
the establishment clause of the First 
Amendment to the United States Con- 
stitution? xe, clause “states, ‘‘Con- 


+ ine riefcasked thé 20.126 box low 
tothers* in> their : brie! ' : a ee hae hae 


gress shall make no jaw respecting 


an-establishment—of religion:” It is 


made applicable fo the states by the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 

Previously, the Supreme Court has 
invalidated state laws giving public 
aid to church schools if they violated 
any one of three tests: do the provis- 
ions have a sectarian purpose, do they 
have a sectarian effect, and.do they 
involve excessive entanglement of 
church and state in their adminis- 
tration? 

The contention of those filing the 
brief is that the Pennsylvania laws 
violate all three tests. 

In addition, it is contended that the 
laws, if they are continued in effect, 


196 997,10 porn tu 


Grace So Amazing _.. Love So Divine 


would violate political ent 
of church and state. The brief 
serts that:‘‘each time they were to be 
financed, the legislature would be em- 
broiled. in conflicting efforts to have 
their. amounts increased or reduced.” 
In an earlier decision, Board of Ed- 
ucation V. Allen (1968), the Supreme. 


Court upheld a New York law provid- ~ 


‘ing textbooks for children in-parochial 
schools. The brief of the religious, 
civil liberties, and educational groups ~ 
asks the Supreme Court to review 
this decision as it relates to the Penn- 
sylvania textbook law. 
The brief. contends that the textbook 
program as approved by the court for 
New York “thas not worked out as ex- 
pected.” It declares, ‘‘In the absence 
of careful policing, sectarian books 
have in fact been financed out of state 


funds, This fault in the program can- 


not be corrected without an imper- 
missible degree of administrative en- 
tanglement.”’ 


The theme of the Week of Prayer for Foreign Missions (December 1-8) and 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is also the theme that missionaries can 
proclaim in Korea, where Christianity confronts ancient traditions. Missionary 
Harold G. Gately shares spiritual nuture with an ol man of Korea,while the 


man dries noodles for food. 


s At Retirement 


Several key words come immediately to mind as I recall my contacts 


with Joe Abrams since my arrival in Mississippi the same year that he be- 
came Director of Promotion for Mississippi Baptists in 1851. The first word 
is “ideas”. He seemed to have just the right idea for promotion and public- 
aity at the right time, bright, cheerful, postive, and effective. 
: The second word is ‘‘coneern.” His deep concern for the best interests 
of Mississippi Baptists and for lost people everywhere was clearly indicated 
in his spirit of brotherly love and wholehearted co-operation in’ the efforts of 
his fellow-laborers to ‘‘get out the good news.’’ We are indebted to him most 
especially for his willingness to be used of the Lord: among us. 
Roy Collum, Secretary 
Evangelism Department 


: you for the way you have faithfully covered the news of our de- 
partment. You have rminded me ahead of time what stories and pictures 
you needed for publicity Of events, and2I think you have been present at 
almost every State Sudent Convention,..Spring Retreat, and Leadership 
Training Conference ‘hat we have had simce I began my service with Mis- 
sissippi Baptists in 957. ie. 

Our department wishes you happinesg, further usefulness in your re- 
tirement, and we tnst these will be the golden years of your life. 

J s Ralph B. Winders, Director 
—Earl Kelly, Executive Secretary-Treasurer % Student ‘Department 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board i 


staff has had such a man for a generation. Three editors have been able to 
produce great copy because Joe Abrams has been working quietly behind 
the scenes. News releases prepared by Abrams are automatically accepted 
by the editor, Mississippi Baptists, Religious News Service, and the secular 
-press because he is'a trustworthy reporter. It takes a lifetime of factual re- 
porting’ td. build the integrity which news releases from his*office reveal. 

I thank God for what Joe Abrams has meant to the Kingdom of God in 
this generation. My prayer is that he will have a rewarding and useful re- 
tirement life. 


- . ca) 

We, in the Cooperative Missions -Department, appreciate Joe Abrams 
very much. We ae grateful for the very fine news releases he has sent 
out for us and the way he has advised as in our work. We also appreciate 
the wonderful spirt he has demonstrated, Most of all, Joe Abrams has been 
a Christian friend to all of us. + 

‘FOY R 
COOPER. 


———s 


I have had a friendship and a knowledge of Joe Abrams for approximate- 
ly twenty years. I became acquainted with him while I was educational di- 
rector at First, Brookhaven. Over these years I have come to know Joe as 
an enthusiastic and sincere individual who has stayed close to his work on 
the Baptist Record and has proven himself to be news worthy and reputable 
in his field. Joe has served in a significant job responsibility with the 
state- paper~and~all-of-us-who~have “worked -closely- with-him-would_say-God 
speed and God’s blessings upon him as he comes to this period of retirement. 
Bryant Cummings, Director 
Sunday School Department 


I shall always have good memories of Joe Abrams as a perennially 
cheerf) preacher-journalist who looks like a beardless Abraham Lincoln, 
is fluent in that melodious languages—Mississippi Drawl—and who has been 
a faithful servant of the Lord during a lot of years. . ., 

When we worked together on The Baptist Record, 1956-59, he was the 
walking embodiment of cooperation and helpfulness. For many years-.he has 
done double duty, including that..of public-relations -director— forthe —Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention. For the last 15 years he has been a dependable 
source of information for Baptist Press and the news media outside ‘the state. 

It is a pleasure to join. his many friends in tribute to Joe and his many 
years of loyal service. * 

—wW. C. Fields 
Assistant to the Executive Secretary and Director of Public Relations, 
Executive Committee, 
Southern Baptist Convention 


ERS, DIRECTOR 7 
'E.. MISSIONS DEPARTMENT 


It is a privige to say a word of appreciation for Joe Abrams on the 
occasion of hig :oncluding a long and happy tenure of service with the 
Convention Board I want to thank him for 
to help promote he work of the Stewardship Department across the years. 

It has been : pleasure to work withiJoe Abrams and to know his lovely / 
} ’ wife and family. 4 

Best wishes and may God smile upon your retirement years as he has 
upon your working years. 


the time and effort he has given 7 
Dear Joe: 

Memory is marvelous bringing vividly to:mind many pictures of ‘one of 
God’s anointed. Your life has been a constant source of inspiration upon 
every, association. I have rejoiced through the years in every observance 
of your effective ministeys-Surely God prepared and called you to an unusual 
task and you have done it well. Your humility and dedication along with a 
warm, cordial spirit have won for you many admiring friends and given 
continuous strength in Kingdom building. 

I am so thankful that.the Lord has permitted you to come to this hour 
and trust that it will please Him to bless the lives of your friends by adding 
many more years of great Christian living. I have cherished your friehdship 
in the past and look forward to every opportunity for fellowship in the future. 

May I wish for you many blessings as you continue to be a blessing. 

Carey E. Cox, Executive Secretary 


Mississippi Baptist Foundation 


Well, Joe Abrams finally missed a Mississippi WMU Convention! For 21 
years he had attended our state women’s conventions, taking pictures, writing 
articles, getting publicity to the newspapers and being sure we received 
choice coverage in THE BAPTIST RECORD. 

In the spring of 1973, a meeting of the Baptist Public Relations Associa- 
tion (of which Joe had been a charter member) conflicted with our conven- 
tion so we mutually agreed that it would be better for him to attend his own 
convention than to come to. ours. 

Well, to_be sure, we missed him—as we shall miss him when he retires. 
Joe has always been cooperative, helpful and pleasant and has given us 
great coverage in THE RECORD. So, a tip of the WMU, hat—or wig—to 
Mr. Abrams. We wish for him: much happiness in everything he does through- 
out life. 


.John Alexander, Director 
‘ Stewardship Department 


Dear Joe:, . i 

I would"like for you to know that We of the Brotherhood Department 
have enjoyed wrking with you across the years. 

I would lik: to take advantage of this opportunity to express untu you 
personally, as 1 friend and co-worker, My thanks for the many times that 
you have exterfed yourself in an ecffortto assist in some program that we 
were promotinj. : re 

I assure yu that We shall alway’ Temember your wonderful, helpful, 
eooperative sprit. : 

‘?. 


than Joe Abrams. 
ot No man among us has or will render a greater service 
Merjesn gage The nature of his service has been to promote other people and other causes. 
In this he has been a master. ome - 


Womans Missionary Union Elmer Howell, Director 


W._R. Roberts, 
Brotherhood Department Mississippi Representative 
Annuity Board, SBC 


—_— 


Joe Abrams is competent, honest, humble and compassionate. He knows = u 
ifch Training Department joins with other colleagues 


how to “‘scotch” for his boss — or his friends. While during most of his pro- 
fessional career he has played second fiddle, he has kept in tune with the 


The staff of the 
at the Baptist Building 


times, with Baptist life and with the Lord. For seventeen years I have en- E. ee. 0-ee ePeeeee * rr “of re . hor and 
, Joyed his personal friendship and comradeship in the work. Need one say has been 4 strong supporter of all the work of 4 nodding best wishes 
more! ~ especially of Church Training. For two different i 
__ 4. Clark Hensley, Director time he served as an aswciate in this. department to the honored A lways to The , 
_ Christian Action Commission his present Work from the Church Training De» B aptist Record 
air ies aaplare : y ae R etiring associate — al sin 
: ' to PAY tribute to a treasured friend and brams, who has meant muc e . 
Friend, Fellow Christian, Fellow Worker in the Kingdom of God, God's hsagd the “sine of curut through the te usic Department and to me personally. ! 
richest blessings in your retirement. ‘ convention, ~ : S incerely, F 
mE ti git A» L. Nelson, Comptroller-Business Manager @: "Kermit King, Director ; Dan C. Hall, Director mele 
i oF Mississippi~ Baptist Convention Board eg Church Training Department jae Church Music Department Pe 
é * enn Ee eer hen naan 


Evergreen (Wayne) Marks Spec 


ial Day 


Evergreen Church of Wayne County observed Senior Citizens Day’ on 
Nov. 24. From left to right: Rev. H. G. Martin, pastor; Mrs. L. D. Gatlih, 


-_ oldest member present; Mrs. W. O. Barnett, oldest charter member present; 


Mrs. Vash Reynolds, member with most children; Mrs. Dan Williams, coming 
farthest distance for service, and visiting speaker Rudolph Hollon from Birm- 


ingham, Alabama. 


% 


__ Woodland, Vicksburg, $S.C. C.T., Show Growth 


Woodlawn Churchin Vicksburg is rejoicing over their Sunday School and 


Church Training. Since the fall of 1973 both have had tremendous growth. 
The Sunday School had an overall 67% growth in average attendance from 
the 1973 Associational letter to the 1974 report, going from 246 in 1973 to 410 
in 1974. The Church Training had an increase of 39% going from 116 in 1973 
to 161 in 1974. Presently the two organizations are averaging 506 and 181. 
‘The figures make Woodlawn Sunday School and Church Training one of the 
fastest growing in Mississippi for the past year. Rev. Paul Brooks is pastor. 
Tom McEwen, S.S. director, is seen at left with Dr. Joe Ross, C.T. director, 


at right. 


# 


Missionary Kids Thankful 
In Spite Of Hardships 


By Mary Ann Ward 
RICHMOND (BP) — It was Thanks- 
giving weekend and the group of col 
lege freshmen that gathered at Camp 
Hanover near here were indeed thank- 
ful in spite of the fact that most of 
their families were . thousands of 


Wissionary 


Sid) Gedbsed sponsored by the South-” 
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
Purpose was to give the young™peo- 
ple a chance to share mutual con- 

cerns, including the need ‘to find their 
identity in the United States and to 
share some of their early experiences 


fending the nual ME 


all are aware that the standard. 


HH 
Wt 


Two varieties of MKs were at the 
retreat — those who had been born 


© overseas or had gone as very young 


children and those who had spent 
their formative years in the United 
_ States, having to make a culture ad- 
justment when the parents mre. ap- 
pointed. 

How do they fool about being an 


Mili Gi Wk. Mans ‘aliented bora. 


eg wn schools. Noelle Tope from. Mis- 
Se eee es a vee 


sissippi Coliege in Clinton, “daughter 
oY mhissionari n {east ica, has 
“lived int three East African countries, 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania. 

She cited one disadvantage — at- 
tending several different schools, both 
on the field and during furlough, mak- 
ing friends and then having to leave 
them. She knew when high <school 
graduation came she would be leav- 


‘for their past and for the weekend— 
several voiced appreciation for South- 
ern Baptist support. 

Although all are American citizens, 


Among the :140 missionaries’ kids who met at the annual Thanksgiving re- 
by~the Foreign Mission Board were {eft to right) Debbie 


treat sponsored 
Lindsey of Israél, a student of Mobile College; Kim 


tions. 


Denton. Watson Evangelistic Associa- 


mter of Liberia, a 


many MK hearts are in their “other 
home.”’ | 


“I have been blessed with two. 


homes, two cultures and two lan- 
guages,” said Kathleen Williams, 
nursing student from Mexico and Col- 
lege of Marin in Kentfield, Calif. 
“I have choseggthe best of two cul- 
tures, that way having a third cul- 
ture.”’ 

“I’ve been. serenaded, received 
roses, and had poems written for 
me,” she said. ‘‘Latins have very ro- 
mantic feelings about life and are 
very warm people.” She hopes to be a 
missionary nurse someday. 

Kathleen is grateful for the Coop- 
erative Program and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign _ 
sions. ‘‘We have a modern hospit 
in Guadalajara with 100 beds that 


+ _—---—the-Lottie- Moon ~affering“ helped- “pay 


for.*’ 

“I want to thank people ‘because if 
they hadn’t supported us I wouldn't 
have gotten to do the things that 
mean so much to me now,” said Miss 
Hamilton, ‘‘No one should feel sorry 


Macedonia’s Last 
Charter Member Dies 


Charles Spurgeon Cole was the last 
surviving charter member of Mace- 
donia Church, Winston County, having 

* died on November 15, 

1974, at the age of 82. 
- He was actively in- 
strumental in the or- 
ganization, and was 
accorded by his fel- 


naming, 
Church. 
He was one of the 
first two deacons to 
be ordained there (in 1923),<and had 
served as a deacon of Macedonia for 
51 years, 


oe 


The church ‘adopted a resolutioff*in ™. 


his honor: “Be it further resolved, 


7 


. 


lows the honor of: . 


which governed his life, namely: The 
Greatest Master, Jesus Christ; The 
Greatest Message, the Gospel; The 
Greatest Mission, the spreading of 
that Gospel to all by word and pract- 
ice; and The Greatest Hope, Eternity 


for us because I’ve had a good life with his uses 
and I wouldn't trade it with anyone." _ ew". Adams, Jr. is the pastor. 


Observing Important Things-At 


Young } Ministers’ Wives Retreat 7 


f, a 
(igri Baptist Bpeotogical Semin- 


rm 


eS es 
larity is the Young Ministers’ Wives 
Retreat. 
The Fourth Annual Retreat will be 
held at Camp Gara- 


retreat, sponsored 

by the WMU, is es- 
pecially for those 
young women (under 
40!) in the state who 
are wives of minis- 
ters or wives. of min- 
isterial students in 
Mrs. Hicks college. 

It is designed for fellowship with 
other ministers’ wives, for Bible 
Study, for relaxation and just enjoy- 
ing being together. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is 
“Observing Important Things.”” The 
program features will include Bible 


ywa, Jan. 24-25. This - 


ary, Louisville, Kentucky. They for- 
merly served as Southern Baptist 
Convention missionaries in the Philip- 
pines. 


~ Mrs. Wayne Frederick, missionary 
to Guadeloupe, will be 
relating experiences 
which she has had as 
a minister's wife on a 
foreign mission field. 
“An interesting. part 
of the program «will 
be a discussion on 
“Feeding My Family 
— Nutritionally and 
Mrs. Fredricks Economically” led by 
Mrs. Anne O’Cain Rushing, noted tele- 
vision personality who specializes in 
food purchase, preparation, storage, 
etc. “ 

For further information concerning 
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"For those unable to secure hotel rooms, there will be rooms student at Truett McConnell College, Ga.; and “Noellt Tope of Kenya, a Study led by Mrs. W. Bryant Hicks the retreat, cotact Miss Marjean 7 ey Ce 
available in private homes. For information contact Reverend | ident at Mississippi College. of Louisville, Kentucky. Mrs. Hicks’ Patterson, WMU Office, P. 0. Box sar yang’ 
Danny Lee Prater, P. O. Box 248, Lyon, MS 38645. Phone 624-8068. husband is Professor of Missions, Sou- 590, Jackson, Ms. 39205. srcaly anlage 
Eastwood. Indianola To Grad F N.O.S Davi 
Mississ\ppians I'o Graduate From eminary 
Cally Music Leader “4 
NEW ORLEANS — Dr. Robert S. Doctor of Ministry: Eugene H. pastor of Airport Church in Grenada; 
Edwin Sudduth, a native of Durant, Magee, pastor Temple Baptist Dobbs, pastor of McLaurin Heights Perry L. Montgomery, pastor of First 
New Hope Church in Grenada and David Go 
has accepted the position of minister Church in Ruston| La., will deliver Church in Pearl and son of Mrs. Evie son of Mr. Loveless Montgomery of ie newt 
of music at the Eastwood Church, the commencemeri address Friday, Dobbs of Ackerman; Fred D. Fowler Woodland; Max A: Patterson, pastor ABRAHAM. 
Indianola, and has begun his duties Dec. 20, at New Orleans Baptist of Decatur; Robert E. Self, pastor of of Goodyear Church in Picayune, . year in Rio 
there. Theological Se . Sixty - six stu- First Church in Batesville and son of Gregory. Michael Thrower, former re- sold 1200 cc 
Year end close~out on all Used Buses from 10% to 25% Mr. Sudduth attend- dents are expected{o receive degrees Mr. and Mrs. George W. Self of sort minister in Grenada and son of after its re 
discount. ed Holmes Junior Col- and diplomas atjthe~ institution’s Tchula; James Watkins Street, pas- Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Clyde Throw- This ap 
' lege, Goodman and 57th annual gramuation exercises, tor of First Church, Wiggins. er Sr. of Columbus. Abraham, 
BUS SUPPLY co INC. graduated from Mis- which will take p at 8 p.m. in Master of Divinity: Ross L. Burn- Master of Religious Education: rael, a ma 
oy sissippi College where Leavell Chapel. = side of Meridian; Rodrick E. Con- Tammy S. Holton, son of Mr. Mat- the Chalde¢ 
‘Hwy. 98 East — P. O. Box 502 mtly serving erly, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin L. thew E. Jackson, and Mrs. _~Rubye from the le 
McCOMB, MS. 39648 y board Conerly of Jackson; Homer E. Estess, Jackson of Preston. al land that 
Phones: Office (601) 684-2900 B. A. degree formerly of Tylertown and a graduate © Master of Church Music: David his descen 
fe of Wiliam Carey College; George F. Ronald Moulton of Bogue Chitto; Al- In sixteen 
s from’. New Hendry Jr., pastor of First Church, lan E. Rankin, son of Mr. and Mrs. es has wri 
Beaumont, and son of George F. Paul M. Rankin of Clinton. spiritual gr 
at First Church, Kosciusko, 1958-1931 Mississippians and those with Mis- Hendry of Laurel; Carlon Neal Long, Diploma in Pastoral Ministry: book. has ie 
and First Chureh,.Gulfport, 1963-196: . ties sch H to. graduate, pastor of Mount Olive Church in 0. Leon Ballard, formerly of Merid- of today. F 
Since that time he has served as in- ‘listed by degrees, ap: Smithdale; Kenneth ‘R. McGowan, ian, pastor of North Winona Church. portant a 
strumental evangelist with the’ J Doctor of Theology: Arris Patter- pastor of Old Silver Creek Church in (No photos were available for sev- 
oe pea son Nowell of Silver Creek; John Edward Marshall, eral of the graduates), 


First, 


“Brother Ed”, as he is affectionate. 
ly known, is frequently called upon to 
present concerts to special clubs and 
other groups. 

He is married to the former Réth 


Brasseal of Vicksburg, and they wii 
be at home at_403 Hampton. In a4 © 


Calls 


Sagar a 


to $83,118.89 and mission 


~~ Linda Jones is the new pre- 
_3enool director at First Church, 
‘ee A native of Orlando, 
Florida, she is a 
Eraduate of 
Florida State 
University. She 
is also a grad- 
uate of New Or- 
' leans Seminary 
with. MRE de- 
gree. Before go- 
; ing to Biloxi, she 
. ulty of the Miss Muffet Day Care 
~ and Primary School: She suc- 

ceeds Janet Abernathy who left 
August 1 to become a preschool 
consultant with the Sunda y 
School Board, SBC: 


. Cecil Clegg, pastor of 
Greenfield Church, * Greenville, 
has resigned to accept the pastor- 
ate of First Church, Acree, Geor- 
gia. Clegg, a native of Ellisville, 
is a graduate of Mississippi Col- 
lege and New Orleans Saminary. 
He is married tothe former Ann 
Butt of Macon, Georgia. They 
have two sons, Trey 4 and Jody 
1, 


Rey. Lewis D. Coker of Smith- 
ville,, Miss., and Zion, Hl., be- 
gan as pastor of Circle Hill Bap- 
tist Church near Malone, Fla., 
Dec. 8. Coker is in his first se- 
mester of a three - year theology 
course at Baptist Bible Institute 
in Graceville, Fla. Before mov- 
ing this area last September to 
£0 to school he was the assistant 
pastor of Hillcrest Baptist Chur- 
ch, North Chicago, Ill. 


ae 


Egg Christ 


was-on- the fac- 


mas Ornaments Demonstration at BMC 


Dr. Bob Hamblin is pas 


Harrisburg Church, Tupelo,ghas awarded Sunday school: attend-- 
ance pins to those pictured above, for perfect attendance records of 
more than five years. Left to right:. Mrs. Lyn Daugherty, 27 years; 
Sam Atkins, 22 years; Lyn Daugherty 27 years; J. C. Greaves, 19 
years; Mrs. Norman Shows, 11 years; and Mark Shows, six years. 


Natchez, First Church observed “Péstor Apieecation Day” on 


the first annivefsary of Odean W. Puckett as pastor. He is shown, 
right, receiving a check for $2,300 presented from the church by 


Kelly Pyron, left, vice chairman of 


Rev. and Mrs.. Puckett followed the evening worship service. 


Thamon Henson was ordained 
a deacon in Feéntress Church 
near Ackerman, in November. 
(Other Fentress deacons include 
Judge J. P. Coleman, Stanley 
Phillips, Grady . Cutts, Bud 
Blaine, Lewis Worrell, Gladney 
Worrell, and Jonas Worrell. Rev. 
J. B. Smith is pastor. 


At the last meeting of the Blue Mountain College Home Economics Club, 
Mrs. Robert Sugg, an artist and wife of the Baptist Student Union Director 
and faculty member at Blue Mountain College, gave a full evening’s demon- 
stration to members of the Home Economics Club. Mrs. Sugg and members 
of the Home Economics Faculty brought all materials for the demonstration 
At the demonstration table is right, Mrs. Sugg, the ornament demonstrator; 
and Nan Cooksey, New Albany, a senior and president of the BMC Home 
Economics Club. Mrs. Nan Sugg, wife of Robert Sugg, is the daughter of Mr. 


and Mrs. Owen Gregory, of Jackson, 


David Gomes Writes Book, 
“A Jew Called Abraham” 


David Gomes of Brazil is author 
of a new book, A JEW CALLED 
ABRAHAM. Published earlier this 


. year in Rio, the 192 - page paperback 


sold 1200 copies in the first ten_days 
after its release. 

This book relates to the life of 
Abraham, the great patriarch of Is- 
rael, a man God spoke to in Ur of 
the Chaldees and asked to go out 
from the land of his birth to a new 


land that would be given to him and 


his descendants. 

In sixteen short chapters, Mr. Gom- 
es has written of Abraham and his 
spiritual growth. Through brief, the 
book has lessons significant for men 
of today. Faith in God is just as im- 
portant a» mechanized, materialistic 


First, Raleigh 


‘Calls Pastor 


Dr. Robert H. Perry has resigned 
as pastor of Hanging Moss Church, 
Jackson, to accept the pastorate of 
First Church, Raleigh, 

: Dr. Perry has been 
the pastor of Hang- 
ing Moss since its 
conception four years 
ago. The church now 
has a membership of 
over ‘members, of.- 
which : have come 
by baptism. The 
‘church budget has 
el from $24,796.20 
giving from 
in 1975. Church 


» $2,893.11 to aan 


world as it was in the time of Abra- 
ham. “Thus,” affirms the author, 
“the teachings of the life of Abraham 
are valid for the world of our day 
and time.” 

Rev. David Gomes is director of 
the Bible School of the Air, radio 
program he founded in 1949 and whi- 
ch is now beamed from Rio to all 
parts of the world. Also he is pastor 
of the Baptist Church of Hope in Rio; 
Lannie of the Bible anew of Bra- 


poke in Rio. 

His new book is printed in the Por- 
tuguese language of Brazil. However, 
the author is making plans for it to be 
translated into English and printed in 
the United States. 


Fentress Calls 
Rev. J. B. Smith 


Rev. J. B. Smith has resigned 
French Camp Church after nine 
years as “interim” pastor. He is now 
serving the’ Fentress Church near 
Ackerman where he previously served 
nine years in afternoon a ilgerassereaes 
1957-65. 

Mr. Smith is a former pastor ‘of 
First Church, Ackerman, which he 
served until his retirement. He also 
was formerly pastor of First Church, 
Magee, and Hollandale. 


buildings and pastorium are valued at 
$300,000, 

Dr. Perry will appear in the first 
edition of Who’s Who in Religion in 
1976-77. He, his wife, Helen and chil- 
dren: Bobby, Ann, Lynn and Kay will 
move to Raleigh in January. 


t 


* 


pastor and wife of Ackerman 
Church, 
for a trip to Rome and the Holy 
Land, His - congregation raised 
funds to provide the trip. Mr. 
Thompson moved to Ackerman 
from Hattiesburg almost nine 
year 8 ago. 


deacons. A reception ‘honoring 


v. and Mrs. Dan Thompson, E 


have recently made 


By Perry Gibson, Bay St. Louis 
I want to tell you a story — a story 
about my birthday. 

I’m the head of my house — and we 
do things — on my birthday — that 
may seem different from that of some 
families — for we exchange gifts. In 
fact, we even go so far as to make 
this a festive occasion with décora- 
tions and extra delicious meals. 

Now really — I have everything I 


- want: or--need — but. after. .all. Iam, 


husband arid © father,” dependable 
good provider. I’m the one they come 
to when they are in trouble. When 
asked for advice, I give them the 
benefit of my knowledge and experi- 
ence without being pushy. So’ though 
my needs are few I feel that-on this 
occasion, this special day — -an op- 
portunity is given to those whom I 
love to demonstrate a feeling of af- 
fection. 

I guess all of us want to be loved— 
but in the rush of. daily living we 
don’t take time to really express our- 
selves — so — look forward to this 
annual event)in which I look for an 
expression love — as — let’s say 
—a repayment—for all of the unselfish 
devotion I give to my family. So—my 
birthday is a very special day in my 
home. I spend much time in select- 
ing my gifts and I put them along 
side of the other beautifully wrapped 
packages. in_antieipation of my birth- 
day. 

And it comes—and I feel so good— 
I’m right in the middle of everything 
and we start to pass out the gifts; 
Bobbye gets one, then another. There 
is one for Paige, Leisa opens her 
first one—I still don’t have any—now 
it’s Machille’s turn, then Angela’s, 
Cindy’s, Robert, Jeannie, Gibby — 
then back to Bobbye. 

I start retreating from the center 
of the room — I don’t have anything 
to say — for each of them is exclaim- 
ing and thanking the others. But — 
I've yet to receive a gift. Me — It’s 
my birthday — but not one gift have 
I opened — and this goes on and I 
feel smaller and smaller and.I slip to 


the edge of the room — unnoticed. ,_ 


But wait — I count the unopened 
packages — there is one left for each 
number in my family — I’m not for- 
gotten — they are playing tricks on 
me — now my turn will come. But 
they begin to pass out these gifts, to 
Cindy, Robert, Leisa and on until the 


FLORAL 


Phone FL 5-2471. 


tamale! amitt 


‘Rev. Gene Pierce, former as- 
ciate in the Church Training 
Zepartment, was a recent visitor 
B the.Baptist Record office. He 
W lives at Rt. 1, Box 138, Har- 
man, TN 37748. For health rea- 

iS he had to leave his posi- - 


ent tight years ago, but now 
after a bout with diabetes and 


vet to health and is planning 
% £0 back into active service. 
He spent several days in the 


3 


e above address. 


sin of ordination to the 4 


field, and will continue his stu- 
dent work at Blue Mountain Col- 


Irene Jeffers Dies; - 


Emeritus Missionary 
FORT WORTH, Tex. — Miss Irene 
» Jeffers, 82, emeritus Southern Baptist 
“missionary to the Orient for 36 years, . 
died Nov. 10 in a nursing home in 
Ft. Worth, following an extended ill- 
* The funeral service was Nov. 12 at 
Gambrell St. Baptist Church. 


with the Training Depart- 


heart surgery, he has re- 


kson area in early Decem- 
Friends can contact him at 


mdy Bostick has accepted 
—tall-to-serve—as— pastor —of—- 
dy Grove Church, Pontotoc ~ 
sociation, effective Nov. 10. 


* Gospel ministry 
~ was held for him 
on December 3. 
He came to the 
Pontotoc area 
from Memphis 
where his father 
hey is pastor of Rose 
Hil Baptist 
: ; wreh. Mr. 
tik will resi¥g”in the _ 
pastorium on the church 


last one is opened — Why haven't I 
received just one remembrance — me 
—the head of this house. It’s my 
birthday — Why have I been left out?? 
Tears start to roll down my cheeks, 
Z cry and I ease out of the room — I 
go to my room and lock the door and 
Eery and I cry. 

* But hold on — I know they will re- 
Member me — we always have a big 


-Sreakfast at my house on my birth- 


@ay — They will call on me for pray- 
er — Then they will realize that I’ve 
pen. Jeft out. They will ask my for- 


ch gure I'll forgive them — 
FF Y'll do more for them in the future 
than I have in the past. This is my 
pes and my Wve for them over- 

I ia breakfast time is cenit: 
ing — I hear the preparations being 
made. Soon it will be time to sit down 
and wait for the head of the family 
to — say grace. My time is near — 
and T listen. 
* But someone says, ‘‘It’s on the ta- 
ble — come and get it’’ and again I 
hear Oh’s and ah’s — dishes rattling, 
laughter. But no one called me — no 
blessing, no remembrance — aren't 
1 @ part of this house — am I not the 
head?? 

Again, I cry and I cry — I put on 
my old field jacket — silently I unlock 
the door and I ease out of the house— 
— totally dejected — completely un- 
missed 


eer 


By now you know I’m not talking 
about my birthday. We are going to 
celebrate the birth of our Saviour, 
the head of each Christian family. 
will we treat Him this year? 
be in the center of things, or 
out, unremembered? 

Though he wants our love, we are 
the ones who need his affection. 

What better way can we express 
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35 OAK PEWS POR SALE 
AM sizes $50 each. Will make @ special price for 
‘one sale of the total number. Contact: Rev. Davis 
Berryhill, P. ©. Box 508, Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Magnolia, Ms, 39652—Phone: 783-2637. 


CHURCH STEEPLES 


“PHOERGLASS wire STEEL STRUT TUR! 
© 10 YEARS MFG EXPERIENCE ws montis 
© COMPLETE ERectiONS Br CLassTece 
@ OO TE wanmaaty (m- PLACE 


i) 
© STHutn Fipenelast WieneWs 
© MLR” MeacRCTIC TUF 
Cami STSTEMS 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
by Lera Bailey Hamilton ($1.10, 
Paper, 20 pp.) Poems which have 
either won awards or have been set 
to music. A gift for all ages. 

Lera Bailey Hamilton 

320 Calhoun Street 
West Point, Miss. 39773 
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Mrs. R. L. Ellis of West ob- 
served her 82nd birthday at Hol- 
mes County State Park. Four 
generations were represented. 
~~ —~From left to right: Mrs. John ~ 

McCreary, Mr. McCreary, Mrs. 
Ellis, and Ken and Rob McCrea- 


Rev. Bob Golden has accepted 
the pastorate of Berwick Church, 
Mississippi Association. A’second 

. year student at New Orleans 

* Seminary, he is married to the 
former Mary Boles from Ala- 
bama, Mr. Golden was ordained 
to the gospel ministry by First 
Church, Biloxi on November 10. 
Rev, Mose Dangerfield delivered 
the charge and Rev. Frank Gunn. 
presented the ordination mes- 
sage. This is the same church 
where he was baptized, licensed 
and married. 


Palmetto Presents 


ee 


~ Pageant 

A pageant written by Mrs Ray 
Ware is based upon Donald P. 
Hustad’s Hymn ‘If Jesus Had Not 
Come.’ In three acts with Biblical 
costumes, pageant was presented 
at the Palmetto Church on Sunday 
and. Monday nights, Dec. 15 and 16 at 
7 p.m. Rev. Ray Ware is the pastor. 


our love for our Saviour at this sea- 
son of the year than to follow his 
own words?? 


“Inasmuch as you do it unto the 
least of these my, brethren, you do, its 
‘unto me.” 777 72 


JO. tex Ort Moscotinn. 1A SETA * Phone 210/34042 
Write for tree information kit Dept y10 


In 


On 


Center, Inc. 


Coldwater, Miss. 
Denominations ‘ 


P. O. Box 2087 


(601) 948-4136 


furnishings ‘for’ 
School, Auditorium, 


scHag. 
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Rev. Harold Lollar, pastor of 
Pine Forest, Collinsville (Laud- 
erdale) was presented a trip to 
the Holy Land from his congre- 
gation, and left on the trip No- 
vember 19. He has been pastor 
at the church five years. Men 
pictured are in the church's new 
education and recreation build- 
ing, 
1973. They are shown at a Sun- 
day evening prayer service after 
the gift was presented. From 
left, seated, Kermit Pace, chair- 
man of deacons, and Rev. Har- 
ol Lollar. Standing from left: 
Rev. Curtis Dyer, asst. pastor; 
Lowry Townsend, deacon; 
Lavell Frasier, trustee; vand J. 
D. Foreman, deacon. 


CLAREMONT, Calif. — 
Morris Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Char-+ 
les S. Morris, Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries to Malaysia, received the 
doctor of philsoophy degree in inter- 
national relations from Clarmont 
(Calif. School of Graduate Studies 
here. 


FOR SALE 
200,000.” 


FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS 


Northwest Miss. Childcare 


$500-$1, 000: & $5,000 - 9% 
CHURCH BILNG 2 SHS SS 


516 E. Capitol St. 
JACKSON MISSISSIPPI 39205 


Prospectug, Available on Request 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 


School & Church Furniture 


lete stock of chairs, 
Bese «3 Classroom, Library, 


School and Church use. , 
evenvriane For BY TESS oad, 
THE 


constructed debt free in 


Charles H. 


WAGONER BROS. 
MFG. CO. 
Phone: OR 5-2468 


Interest Based on 
Maturity Date of 


1 to 4% YEARS 


84% 


5 to 8% YEARS 


of 


9 to 12 YEARS 


94% 


12% to 15 YEARS 


tables, desks and 
Sunday 
Cafeteria and every 


hTetarered! Supply ¢ 
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We read in Luke in chapter two 
_ How God came down to earth 


| ———_-'Iin—_the beginning..." He was; 


“ 


. We find in John in chapter one, 
“All things were made by Him” 
For He was God’s own Son. 


You’ve seen kids slapped 


calm. 2 


a child’s hu 
derstanding. 


ine 


Mrs. Davis Honored 
At Port Gibson 


Mrs. Agnes Davis was honored for 
fifty years of WMU leadership in the 
* Port Gibson 
Church” at its 
Foreign’ Mis- 
sions Week 
‘of Prayer 


Jean Burns, 
presented her 
with a pin on 
behalf of her 
labor of love 
to the church. 
Bs A reception. 
followed with the members of the 
W.M.U. group serving as hostesses. 

Mrs. Davis is an example of a life 
given in support of missions near and 
far. At the age of seventy - two, 
Mrs. Davis serves as W.M.U. direc- 
tor in her church. Her pastor is Rev. 
Milton Burns. ; ‘a 


ss $ 


Of Te 
~ Record 


A business executive shopping for a 
gift for his wife picked out a sweater 
in a Seattle stere and then said, 
“Could “you show me samething a 
bit more expensive?” 

The clerk said, “‘No, but I can put 
this one away and you could come 
back in a few days.” 


Did you hear about the man who 
thought he would like to make gar- 
dening his hobby? 

He planted some 25-watt bulbs, hop- 
ing by. fall to get some 75-and 100. 
watt sizes. During the summer there 
was a lot of lightning, and all he got 
was flash bulbs, ; 


There is a law in Ethiopia that alt 
school instruction above the _ sixth 
grade must be done in English instead 

* of the native Amharic. This stress for 
youngsters not well grounded in Eng- 
lish results in some linguistic bloop~ 
ers. Peace Corps volunteers, who 
teach in Addis Ababa, jotted down 

_ some of these definitions: 

'! Coffin — A place to have coffee. 

* Ankle — My father’s brother. ie 
. Use “vice” in a sentence —~ “1 hear 
the Vice of America on the radio. 


Name the planet that has rings 


around it —. “Saturday.” 


Our Christmases 


One December, a little girl was heard to close her 
bedtime prayer with these words: 
. “and forgive us our Christmases, as we forgive 
those who Christmas against us.” 
What in the world did that-little girl mean by the 
_ prayer, “forgive us our Christmases?” 


think that as December 25 
got nearer and nearer, she. 
sensed a hurry and anxiety 
that threatened to rob the 
holidays of their real joy. 
‘You know ‘what I mean. 


and pushed in crowded 
stores, as their harried parents strain every nerve to 
“get ready” for Christmas. 

What these parents don’t realize is that children 
want unhurried moments just to watch ‘andlisten to 
the color and music of Christmas. They want homes 
where there is at least a resemblance of sanity and 


«—Expensive-gifts-and-gaudily wrapped : 
mountains of mouthwatering goodies will not repla 
nger for security and warmth and ‘un- 


Prices are high this Christmas of 1974. But the price 
of what I'm talking about is still the same. What is that 
- price? It’s whatever it costs us to share ourselves with 
those we love the most. Otherwise,’ we'll need to 
imitate the prayer of the little girl who begged: 
**...and forgive us our Christmases, as we forgive 
those who Christmas against us.” 


R.J. Hastings is editor of The Illinois Baptist in Springfield 


speaker, Mrs. ~- 


God said to Him one day: 
“Let us make man .. .” 
"With just abit of clay, 


But man had fallen flat, 
Was lost and all undone. 


# Then God formed Him in flesh 


And sent Him from above = 
That we might have eternal life 
And know His grace and love. 

~—Victoria Singley 
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Here’s what I think. I 


Author Unknown right) MC. Elliott, Jr., Robert 'P_ Dent, 


The Little Child 


Just a wooden manger, 
Common, rough and bere, 

But all the world shall worship 
The Baby sleeping there. 

Just a wooden working bench, 
Chippinga, tools, and dust, 

But the Greatheart working there, 
The world has learned to trust. 
Just two heavy wooden beams 
That made lils cross of pain, 
But weary, souls that seek him there, 
Find God and heaven again. 


bs 


Activities Center Opened 
First, Holly Springs Christian Activities Center was officially cpened with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony. Taking part in this ceremony were (front row, 
left to right) Mrs. Jerry Hill, Mrs. Gordon Sigman, Mrs. Sidney Hurdle, 
Howard Fuller, actviities director, and Guy Palmer; (back row, left to 
Lee_O. White; John_ Brewley, 
s speaker for, ‘the evening service “and director of activities at Broadmoor 

=_ Church in Jackson, Ralph Thomason, minister of music, and Tommy ‘Tutor, 


: 3 4 pastor. This building is open every day except Thursday for the full activity 
At Christmas Time ~~. presram planned by the church. 
When I see holly wreaths on doors, 


I know Christmas is a time 
for joyful home-comings 
when even time itself 
seems to stand atill. 
When I smell fruit cakes baking, 
I know Christmas is a time 
to remember a child’s delight 
with each hour filled with wonder 
of the Yuletide season. 
When I touch a fragrant pine tree, 
I know Christmas is a time 
wheil colored: lights shine 
and gifts bowed with ribbon 
tell of loving care. 
When I hear church bells ring, 
I know Christmas. is a time 
when folks sing carols, 
rejoice in celebrating 
the birthday of Our Saviour! 
—Eunice Barnes 


Devotional © ~ 


Life In A World Of Death 


By Orvét Hooker, Pastor, First Church, Byram 
When Jesus first came into the world, it was a world of death. The people 
of His day knew nothing about it. They had no hope for the future because 
they were not sure there was a future. It is a pitiful thing to see the sym- 
bols they used to represent death—the closed door, the fallen 
bird, the crushed flower, the broken sword, the skull and 
the question mark. ‘ 
Death was a common occurrence in Jesus’ day. The 


» years. Disease’ took many at an early age. The vaccines, 
~medicines and anti-biotics of our day were unknown back 
then. Into this world Jesus came. He came to give life, 

but He came into a@ world of death. 
In the midst of life, Jesus was in the midst of death. 
Herod sought vainly to slay Him. Because He could not, he 
‘ » slew all the infants two years old and under in and around the city of Bethle- 
‘ hem. Even on that first Christmas so long ago the shadow of the cross fell 

Jesus Of Nazareth Passes By _ acros the cradle of Christ. 

‘ Throughout His earthly ministry Jesus spoke of Life. “I am come that 
= eS - Bs = aes ipa sae 3 they might have life, and that they “em have it more abundantly,“ He 
a suk. by on ‘thin: siafibesd reed of ite; said (John 10:10). Looking back upon Jesus’. life, John wrote “In Him was 
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glish-Language ’ 
Group Joins European 


Baptist Federation 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (BP) — The 

European Baptist Convention (EBC) 
made up of 37 English - language 
churches in eight European countries, 
voted at its annual meeting here to 
Join. the European Baptist Federa- 
tion. ; 
‘The action came in response toa 
unanimous vote last August in Stab- 
ekk, Norway, by the European B a p- 
tist Federation to invite the 4,500 - 
member EBC into membership. 

Twenty - six Baptist bodies in Eas- 
tern and Western Europe make up 
the European Baptist Federation. 


Students Treat 
Village Kids To 
An “Extravaganza” 


Exams are not the only thing on 
the hearts of Mississippi College stu- 
dents this time of year. Many of the 
collegians took time out from their 
studies recently. to provide Christmas 
cheer for a group of youngsters. from 
the Baptist Children’s Village. 

They staged a Christmas Party for 
the elementary age children in the 
B, C. Rogers Student Center on camp- 
us under sponsorship of the Baptist 
Student Union. The party has become 
one of the highlights of the Christ- 
mas s®ason for the Mississippi Col- 
lege students. 

The collegians, both male and fe- 
male, ‘‘adopt” one of the Village chil- 
dren for the afternoon. The kids 


are treated to a real Christmas ex- 
travaganza, complete with storytime, 
Santa Claus and the singing of favor- 
ite Yuletide carols, —- 


— na _* ___ life; and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). It was. It is, and it will be. 
sla id ee ae pt nadia — * Christ’s gift to men was not just life; it was Statnal ie Paur 
: it this way to the Romans (6:23), ‘“‘The wages of sin are death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” That says it all. 
Nor is this merely a past tense gift. It is also a present and future gift. 
He gave. He gives. He will give. . : 
Eternal life is, of course, a quality of life. It is not merely a quantity of 
life—one that simply goes on and on. It is the life of God Himself. This life 
is forever, but it is far more than this. It is life on the highest level. Only 
Christ can give this sort of life. 


Christmas Is. . . 


Christmas is loving, and wanting to share; 

Christmas is giving-and showing care; 

Christmas is singing and bells ringing clear; 

Christmas is people filled with good cheer. 

May the spirit. of Christmas make all your about the birth of Christ. We ought to think about the baby lying in a crib 
hearts gay, 2 in Bethlehem. But there is something else to remember. We ought also to 

And the spirit of Christ bless you day after see a Man dying on a cross in Jerusalem. The crib and the cross go togeth- 
day. er. Through Christ's death we obtained eternal life. Jesus was a great life 

—Val Marcell: coming into a world of death. Can you think of a greater gift? 


Mendenhall Church 
Calls J. R. Walker 


Oak Grove Church, Mendenhall, has 
called Rev. Jimmy R. Walker as pas- 
tor. Rev. Walker comes to Oak Grove 
from Riverside Church, Clarksdale, 
Miss., where he served for. six years. 

In the-years of 
his ministry River.” 
side moved the _lo- 
cation of their 
f plant from the 
southside of Clarks- 
dale tothe north- 

"= side and built three 

__. units of a five - unit 

~ planned bu il d- 

ing. The church established a da y 

school which began with four grades 

and in the fall of 1974 opened with kin- 

dergarten ninth grade with 
approximately 275 students. 


Poeraaes “- 


its budget, and increase from 3 per 
cent to 5 per cent the giving to agso- ‘A 
ciational missions. 


There were 89 baptisms and 150 ad- 
ditions by letter. In Jan., the church 
helped Rev. Walker by allowing him 
to return to New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary where he __re- 
ceived the master of divinity degree. 

Rev. Walker is a native of Indepen- 
dence, and a graduate of Independ- 
ence High School, Clarke College, and 
Mississippi‘College, Clinton, Miss. 
Rev. Walker has served as_ student 
summer missionary in New Mexico 
and as Pastor of Ellison Ridge Chur- 
ch, Winston County, Macedonia Chur- 
ch, Winston County, and New Pros- 
pect Church, Lafayette County. He 
was serving the 1974-75 church year\, 
as moderator of Riverside Associa- ; 
tion. 


He served as president of the Coa- 
homa County Ministerial : 
Rev: Walker is married to the-for- 
mer, Earlene Lott of New Hebron. 


They have three children, Beth, 15. 
Jim, 14, and Henry, 7. 
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Tatum Takes Post-.- 3 SFIS 
(Continued From Page 1) ; 
gram which has aided in the further 
training of Southwestern Seniinary 
graduates. During this same period, 
more than 50 people have responded 
to enter a church vocation ministry. 
Tatum is a graduate of Baylor yqi- 
versity and holds the master of theo- 


He has also done further study at the 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary. * 


rf, 


average person of the ancient world lived only about thirty_, 


Christmas is almost here. At this time oF the year we want to think. 


Gives A Glowing 


Report On Alaska 


Dr.. Troy. Prince, executive secre- 


“tary ‘of the Alaskan Baptist Conven-— 


tion, spoke td’ the Baptist Ministers 
Ann. of Lebanon Association Dec. 2 
at 38th Avenue Baptist Church. 

‘He gave a glowing report on the 
economic, lerigious and educational 
situation in Alaska. He said there 
are 25,000 people working on the 
Alaskan pipeline project. He said 
janitors make $18,000 a year and that 
salaries are from $40,000 to $60,000 a. 
year for workers. 

He said there are 50 churches and 
13,000 Baptists in Anchorage. All the 
ehurches have pastors, 


He invited local Baptist ministers 


‘to apply for the 1976 simultaneous re- 
. vival meetings. They will be held 


March 21 to April 4, 1976, Round- 
trip plane fare is around $600. All oth- 
er expenses are cared for. He asked - 


Dr. Troy Prince, SR.A., Box 1791, 
Anchorage, Alaska, 99507, for more 
information. 

Dr. Prince 
pian. 


sia former Mississip- 


66 Year Old Is Baptized 
A member of Stanton 
Adams County, reports, ‘Today Je- 
sus “two more to be his ¢hi- 
dren. Our pastor, Rev, Jimmy Mc- 
Nair, and a young man, Wayne Boyd, 
whom God has called to preach, 
baptized another young man. Then 
they baptized an older man, Emmitt 
Smith, age 66. It is wonderful to see 
these man accept Jesus.’ Pictured 


Church, 


any Baptist ministers to write him:i, . 


are Pastor McNair and Wayne Boyd 


baptizing Mr: Smith. 
a aR sone: 


SINGAPORE — A weekend prayer 
retreat for Baptist women here will 
be an annual event because of the 
success of the first retreat recently. 


